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Long-eared Owl Survey 2007.

2007 sees our Owl Study Group project continue & will span the first eight months of the year. The survey will be split in two, as we aim to build up our knowledge base while following up on our previous success.

(1) Site Surveys (winter / spring) – Are a challenge & will aim to provide us with new & additional info on breeding behaviour, display & nest site selection etc for known pairs. This will further increase our understanding of the birds requirements.

…. and if creeping around in the pitch black isn’t for you, then how about an evening stroll in the summer sunshine.….?

(2) Speculative Checks (summer) – Are easier & will aim to fill in the gaps in the known distribution, confirm further breeding sites & go towards our goal of discovering the exact status of this species……

Contact Steve Evans to receive further details & for help / advise on participating in this flexible survey. 

Leo Site Survey 2007. (first week in January – May)
DBC Suggested Survey Method.

Select a Survey Location(s) (an undisturbed area on a woodland edge, thorn thicket, overgrown copse etc with adjacent areas of open grassland / scrub nearby).

Where possible, try to get a look at the area during daylight to familiarise yourself with the lie of the land. 

If necessary introduce yourself to the landowner in order to obtain permission to leave public rights of way & to inform them what you will be doing. (NB. Your actions may appear odd to a non-birder!)
Choose a likely area to watch from & conceal yourself (if possible prior to dusk), ideally within 50metres of where you’d expect birds to daytime roost.

This daytime roost will generally be in an undisturbed area on a woodland edge, thorn thicket, overgrown copse etc with adjacent areas of open grassland / scrub nearby.

Then simply wait, look & listen.

If you need to move to a fresh vantage point, do so as quietly & discretely as possible.

For your best possible chance, choose a calm clear night.

If weather is adverse, windy or very wet, its probably best to cancel & return when the weather clears Light rain showers & falls of snow usually don’t affect activity. During periods of lying snow, any flying birds show up well against that white background.

If you are going with another surveyor or a small group, avoid the temptation to chatter. Keep voices down & arrange hand signals or point to inform those with you.

Calling and / or display can be disrupted when birds are aware of a human presence or are aware of noise nearby.

On the vast majority of nights it isn’t dark enough to warrant the use of a torch, your eyes will become very quickly accustomed to the dimness.

If you feel the need to take a torch, (can be handy when walking on country roads in your usual birding clothes / dark colours) then ‘filter’ it with red / orange plastic.

If you’re not accustomed to being out & about in the dark, then its probably best for your piece of mind to let someone know where you’re going & when you should be back. Back this up by having a mobile phone with you.

Obvious, but get wrapped up! … but, remember you’ll quickly forget the cold once you start concentrating on the calls & display flights!

Hopefully the Durham Bird Club can continue to make a significant contribution towards the National picture & help safeguard a future for this enigmatic bird.

We hope you enjoy this birding experience, which will also help us to further our understanding of this species in a local context.

Good Luck !
